THE WAVE
of Environmental Change
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2019

Our EcoMarines schools have been working hard to create a wave of change in their
schools, families and communities. It has been another successful year for EcoMarines
with the program continuing to grow and finishing the year with 40 primary and
9 secondary schools. In 2019, we worked with hundreds of passionate and dedicated
ambassadors and support crew students who have taken action to have a positive
impact on our local environment.
The Wave event is all about collaborating with schools, businesses and government and
celebrating the collective impact of our EcoMarines community.

The Wave Attendees
Government 5%

Students 60%

Corporate 21%

Teachers 14%

This booklet showcases what the schools have achieved – thanks to support from our
sponsors – ranging from single-use plastic-free fetes to educating the community about
water conservation!
Enjoy the reading!
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Our purpose:
To inspire a community of environmental heroes!

Our vision:
A healthy environment for local marine and wild life through collaborative
community action.
Tangalooma EcoMarines is a not-for-profit organisation based in Brisbane. Our awardwinning school program assists students to learn and take action to combat land and
water pollution at their local level. We focus on the impacts of everyday mainland activities
on catchments and river systems that feed into Moreton Bay (Quandamooka Country).
Through our school program, students develop into conservation leaders, passing their
knowledge onto other kids and adults to create behavioural change. We provide tools,
resources and connections to businesses and industry experts to assist schools in their
efforts. Our events provide networking opportunities for school students and teachers
to share and collaborate.

Follow us to keep up to date with exciting activities schools are up to!
linkedin.com/company/ecomarines/
facebook.com/TangaloomaEcoMarines
instagram.com/ecomarines_/
twitter.com/EcoMarines_
Sign up for our newsletter on our website www.ecomarines.com
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Our wonderful and loyal sponsors have enabled EcoMarines to expand across Southeast
Queensland and increase our positive environmental impact. We would not be here today
without their support.

We are proud to support the EcoMarines and important work they are doing.
I am fortunate with my job to spend a lot of time in Moreton Bay and appreciate
how precious this region is. Keep up the wonderful work everyone!
Jeff Osborne
CEO, Tangalooma Island Resort

We would also like to acknowledge the Queensland Government and the businesses
below for their generous support of EcoMarines and The Wave.
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Thank you to all the schools that have contributed to this booklet. We would also like to
acknowledge St Martin’s Primary and Whites Hill State College for their hardwork.
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Our EcoMarines ambassadors and support crew
have enjoyed making a difference within our school
community this year.
We have been working directly with the Moreton Bay
Regional Council on their School Waste Minimisation
Program to work out how much waste we are
producing and to ascertain how much of it could
be diverted to recycling.
We learned that we were generating around 4550L of recyclable products per week,
however, our recycling collection capacity was only 790L per week which meant that
3760L of material that could potentially be recycled was going to landfill each week.
Our EcoMarines have ordered MURFE recycling crates for every classroom and office and
have ordered another 20 of the recycling wheelie bins. We organised meetings with our
business manager, cleaners, teachers, and students to ensure that all members of our
school community are fully trained and ready to help us make a difference.
We were also lucky enough this year to receive a visit from our local member, Councillor
Brooke Savige. She presented us with a sign for our school fence and thanked us for all of
our hard work!
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This year, Bounty had an outstanding number of
EcoMarines entries. Mohit, Joleigh, Mayling and
Sage were proudly selected as our ambassadors,
along with 10 support students to join the ‘Enviro
Heroes!’. Their projects included:
•

Fortnightly meetings in their ‘Enviro Hero’ room
to discuss any school or local environmental
issues, create informative artwork and posters,
and design prototypes for waste management
solutions.

•

On their off week, the team collected and sorted
litter in the school grounds, maintained our
gardens and taught some eager students about
recycling.

•

Clean Up Australia Day providing appropriate gear
and tips for putting litter in the right bag/bin.

•

Presenting a certificate and friendly mascot to the
winning class for ‘Wrapper Free Wednesday’ – a
continued wrapper free initiative started by past
EcoMarines Ambassadors.

Bounty’s dedicated EcoMarines ambassadors have
learnt a lot this year and will continue to advocate
for the environment for many, many years to come.

“

Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better. It’s not.
The Lorax by Dr. Seuss
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“Take a moment to think about whether you want to add to our pollution or become
part of a solution.”
Brisbane Bayside EcoMarines have spent the year reducing plastic and litter in our school
and greater community. Our junior and senior ambassadors and support crew have
worked together tirelessly to plan for, budget, fund raise and implement the following in
our school tuckshop:
 Paper straws to replace plastic alongside a ‘sip-instead’ campaign
 Carton & Co water as a more eco-friendly alternative to plastic bottles (100% recyclable)
 Retro metal cups to replace single-use milkshake cups
Students have also eagerly participated in:
 Clean Up Australia Day Rubbish Audit
 Ambassador Training Day at Tangalooma
 Enviro-camp at North Keppel Island including beach clean-ups, water quality testing,
coral monitoring and resource management
 Fundraising BBQ and raffle
We are proud to be pathing the way to a brighter and cleaner future!
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Sam, Yerik, Ostyn and John have enjoyed
the experience of being the first EcoMarines
ambassadors at Brisbane Boys’ College.
They have been enthusiastic in encouraging
likeminded students to join the support crew to
assist them in their endeavours here on campus.
Julian Chin and Brian Park have championed
the cause.
Our 2019 accomplishments include:
•

An article regarding the Ambassador Training Day was written and submitted
with photographs into the College Newsletter

•

An ambassador and a support crew member attended the ‘Care 4 Country, Kunjiel’
Quandamooka Festival event

•

Posters were created and displayed to encourage recycling of plastic

•

Bookmarks were designed and distributed to raise awareness of how pollution
affects our marine life

•

A letter was written to the headmaster requesting pick-up tools to use on Oakman
Oval. This was to encourage students to collect rubbish and stop it from entering
Toowong Creek which flows into the Brisbane River

•

8 litter grabbers were purchased

•

A speech was presented at a school assembly

•

Our STEM Club organised the creation of an art piece out of rubbish, and a
CoralWatch presentation.
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EcoMarines are HEROES!
This year the Bulimba EcoMarines worked hard on
a project named ‘Clean-Up Bulimba Day’. Students
worked together to pick up 1269 pieces of litter
from around our school grounds. The EcoMarines
sorted it and found that 1001 pieces were general
waste (landfill), 139 pieces were recyclable, 91 were
compostable and only 43 pieces were reusable. We
know we can improve!
We also raised money with a ‘Go Green for EcoMarines’ free dress day with all proceeds
donated to the Tangalooma EcoMarines organisation. We conducted a tuckshop rubbish
audit and a lunch box rubbish audit to show our school how much rubbish we are
generating. From all of these events, we collected data and used it to write an official
report to share with our school community. The report shows most of our waste is soft
plastic food packaging. It also contains ideas to reduce unnecessary waste, like quick
and easy DIY foods for lunch boxes.
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Clayfield College’s Green Team are on a Waste
Sorting Quest in 2019.
Our motto is ‘the best waste is no waste’ where
we promote a waste-free lunch box. For all other
waste, we have a 5 point waste system: landfill;
general recyclables; paper/cardboard; soft plastics
& organic waste.
The bins are colour coded which excites students
to place their rubbish in the correct coloured bins.
The Green Team collect and help sort the waste
throughout the Primary School. Our goal is to have
minimal landfill by responsibly sorting and recycling
our waste. It is already becoming a reality with our
landfill being down to 1% of Primary’s total waste.
We are now looking at unveiling this system across
the whole school.
We have also participated in:
•

Clean Up Australia, Earth Hour and World Environment Day

•

Adopting the streets around our College and regularly collecting waste

•

Making our own environmental products including lip balm, tooth chalk and a reusable
cutlery holder

•

Using recyclable materials for art projects

At Clayfield College, we are excited about our sustainable ways of thinking and behaving
and are looking forward to a more sustainable future.

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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Our four EcoMarines ambassadors (Eden, Kate,
Emily and Caitlin) participated in a great range of
activities this year!
Highlights included:
•

Attending the ambassador training
at Tangalooma

•

Participating in the Kids Teaching Kids Mini
Conference at Queensland Urban Utilities.
The girls presented a workshop “Welcome to the
Ocean” about threats to marine life. One of the
experiments they presented was demonstrating
an oil spill and how difficult it is to clean it. We
were awarded runners up!

•

The ambassadors also presented “Welcome to the Ocean” to the college Community
Service Group.

•

The main campaign the EcoMarines students have strived to achieve this year has
been the organisation of rubbish and to help the college understand more about
waste. We introduced ‘EcoBins’ at the school to help separate and dispose of waste
into five streams.

The Clayfield secondary ambassadors have worked hard this year to create a wave of
change in our school!
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Our ambassadors (Talara, Tyrone, Harry and
Layla) have worked extremely hard growing our
EcoMarines program with our new MiniMarines
program for students in prep – Year 3.
We have also been reaching out to the greater
community including visitors to our island paradise,
Minjerribah (North Stradbroke Island), by creating
signs to share our message… leave only footprints.
Our greatest achievement was building a greenhouse
for our new propagation program. Our EcoMarines
and MiniMarines now participate in seed collection
& propagation, growing plants from cuttings,
growing plants endemic to Minjerribah, growing
native and exotic plants for our school gardens and
for sale to our local community with proceeds going
back into the project for sustainability.
Last but not least, we would like to leave you with our little quote…
This is our island, our paradise too.
Leave only footprints and take your rubbish with you!
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Our dedicated War on Waste Crew (inspired by the TV series) have been working hard
to change mindsets of students and families.
Over the past year, our ambassadors have embedded a number of new practices within
our school:
•

Regular War on Waste Crew meetings to bring forward new ideas and ensure that their
current initiatives are successful.

•

Promoting ‘Wrapper-free Wednesdays’ and monitoring the amount of general waste
from student lunch boxes.

•

Collecting old pens for recycling through TerraCycle.

•

Developed our own produce gardens and tended to them
each week.

•

Produce stall each Monday morning selling any produce grown
by the War on Waste Crew, as well as any home-grown produce
donated from student’s own gardens.

•

Educating students in the school on how to compost to reduce
our general waste.

•

Worm farming.

•

Engaging with Taryn Kong from the CSIRO to explore issues and
work on sustainable solutions.

Our EcoMarines ambassadors (Eliza, Stirling, Tyla and Mame-Diarra)
have been inspirational in their dedication to building sustainability
within the Dutton Park community and reducing our environmental
impact.
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The Everton Park State School EcoMarines
ambassadors have had a massive year! Our big
achievements include:
•

Scouting along the Brisbane River for suitable
SeaBin locations. We are still negotiating a
location with the SeaBin Corp.

•

Proudly attending a Reconciliation Week event at
the Port of Brisbane representing the EcoMarines.
We had an awesome day working with the
traditional owners and experiencing their culture.

•

Developing some environmentally sound
responses with the Azure Group to their local
property developments.

•

Bake sales throughout the year. This gave us a
chance to talk to all students in a different forum
and also raise more money!

•

Building a relationship with the Brisbane Native Beekeepers Association, expanding
our native bee colony and selling local honey to fundraise for our projects.

We also planted trees to address erosion problems in our school, and chose trees
especially for our bees. We saw this as important work as we are part of the Downfall
Creek catchment which feeds into Moreton Bay!
We will hand over our positions to the 2020 Ambassadors towards the end of this term.
We know they will continue the great work.
Tangalooma EcoMarines
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Our focus this year has been to shift people’s
attitudes towards our environment, and change
behaviour as a result.
The ambassadors spoke at fortnightly assemblies
and presented facts about various creatures living
in Moreton Bay, as well as information about the
challenges faced due to human activities and
pollution. They also promoted and participated
in our College’s first “New Leaf Day”. This
environmental day gave all students at the College
the opportunity to “turn over a new leaf” for our
environment by making a pledge to change a
particular behaviour.
The ambassadors helped at our school festival, assisting with an educational recycling
competition. Celine even sewed reusable shopping bags from pre-loved fabrics which we
sold to support initiatives in our school! Our ambassadors also promoted the recycling
charity “Lids 4 Kids” to turn bottle caps into bespoke aids for kids in need.
Slowly, but surely, we are seeing a shift in behaviour at Genesis Christian College!
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This year was our first year as Tangalooma
EcoMarines and we have been inspired by many
other schools who are just as keen to make a
difference to our environment!
One of our greatest achievements was travelling
to Silicon Valley and Los Angeles to pitch our app
(P-Cubed) and spread our message about the need
to reduce plastic consumption!
Closer to home, we have focused on solutions and
awareness of plastic pollution in our school and wider
community. Wrapper Free Wednesdays and Plastic
Free July were a big hit!
Teachers are also bringing sustainability into
our classrooms through the curriculum. Massive
improvements to our recycling systems have been
made in our school through an English project in
Year 5. To persuade others to tackle the UN Global
Goals, students devised a practical solution and have
created persuasive signs and informative videos to
teach our community about recycling.
We presented our message at Brisbane City Council and many other events. We are super
excited to be appearing on SCOPE TV to tell more people about ways they can reduce
plastic pollution.
Our ambassadors have worked hard to share the EcoMarines message far and wide!

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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#artwithamessage
• Strawgull was created from
straws from poppers collected
for Containers For Change at
our school and straws from our
beach clean-ups
• He shares a powerful message
about the detrimental effect
that our daily choices has on
our marine life and precious
birds.

#cleanupcrew #savethebay
• Every Friday morning before school we clean up
our local beach
• We removed a lot of plastic and cigarette butts
from our beach and water inlet, and also returned
someone’s missing wallet, found a $10, and pulled
an old golf club trolley out of the creek!
• We have noticed a BIG difference from cleaning
this beach area weekly for over a year.
#fete #singleuseplasticfree #itcanbedone
• Our fete was a single-use plastic-free event!
• All of our food packaging was compostable and taken offsite for
industrial composting
• We sold some eco-friendly products as well as beeswax wraps
that we made ourselves!
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This year our EcoMarines (Adelaide, Reka, Adam
and Emma) have been proactive with creating bin
stickers urging our community to act responsibly.
The clean-up of our school grounds with Brisbane
City Council was a great success with students
enthusiastically volunteering to pick up rubbish.
Our EcoMarines ambassadors displayed a growing
confidence and passion at our weekend National
Tree Day using the new Tangalooma EcoMarines
stall display on our oval.
In Term 3, the EcoMarines worked together to
create an art installation titled “Trash Travels” to
educate our school community and participate in
the Cleanaway art competition. The EcoMarines
have also developed their communication skills by
speaking to our Prep classes during lunch times and
showing a video clip to demonstrate the dangers of
rubbish in our waterways affecting marine life.
Our EcoMarines strived to educate the school
community and have made great progress due to
persistence, leadership and innovation. They will
help to select the EcoMarines for 2020, and plan
to continue their involvement and mentor the new
group of EcoMarines!

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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Hillbrook EcoMarines and the Environment Club have been very busy this year.
First of all, Ella has produced a very professional weekly article about environmental issues
for our school newsletter which is received by our whole school community. Rubbish
has been our main focus with the placement of bin hubs throughout the school. The
Environment Club has been emptying the compostable and soft plastic bins weekly, and
sorting out items which are placed in the incorrect bin. We have been educating our
community with regular bin audits, a school wide Kahoot on “what bin does it go in?”,
and monitoring the bin hubs to make sure all students know how to sort out their rubbish.
Our last effort will be to collect bread tags for wheel chairs which will start up soon. There
is no rest for the Environmental warriors at Hillbrook… we’re on a mission!
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Being located directly on the shorefront beautiful Moreton Bay, the Humpybong
community have a keen passion for the environment and taking care of our waterways.
In 2019, our school’s Environment Committee have been involved in:
• The Containers for Change project with the P&C
• Wrapper-free Wednesdays
• National Tree Day
• Clean up Australia Day at school
• Fundraising for a future greenhouse project and worm farm
Our greatest achievement this year was our Clean Up Australia Day community event
in which students, families, teachers and the local Pristine Peninsula Group spent time
after school cleaning up Margate Beach. We were surprised and saddened at how much
rubbish we found including plastic wrappers, bottle tops, styrofoam, cigarette butts and
even a car tyre washed up on the beach!
We are new to the EcoMarines program with students Jessica, Maddy, Jazmyn and
Matilda being welcomed as our first ever EcoMarines ambassadors by local member Cr.
Koliana Winchester. We look forward to many more projects to help clean up and protect
our marine ecosystems!

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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The EcoMarines have had a fantastic year at
Indooroopilly!
Our new bee and butterfly attracting garden has
encouraged plenty of fascinating native insects to
the area, and provided healthy food like lettuce and
tomatoes to our tuckshop. Litter Busters continues to
be a BIG hit, with parents and students volunteering
to clean up our environment. We have also written
a mini rap to present at assembly, reminding the
students to Carry, Chew and Convert i.e. take any
rubbish home and place it in the correct bin. We are
collecting bottle caps to be upcycled into limbs for
children overseas through Envision Hands and their
awesome 3D printers.
We have recycled and raised money through
the Container Refund Scheme for more great
initiatives to come! So many people from our school
community have enthusiastically jumped on board
to help, and it has shown us that this cause really is a
team effort. Many hands make light work.
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2019 has been a busy and productive year for our
ambassadors (Dahlia, Dayyaan, Hayder and Dania)
and our support crew army.
We’ve continued our mission to keep our school
grounds tidy with our weekly clean-up club and
by creating videos to spread the word at our
assemblies. More litter-free lunches are coming in
each week and we have held our monthly Golden
Bin award for the most environmentally friendly
classes. Our National Tree Day planting was also
a great success.
This year, our school has joined the Brisbane City
Council Active Travel program which has seen a
huge increase in the number of students walking
and carpooling to school. We have also started the
Containers for Change scheme thanks to our college
Parents and Friends Association.

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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Islamic College of Brisbane’s EcoMarines and support crew have been busy all year
strategising and innovating ideas to reduce litter and improve recycling.
We have;
• Improved accessibility to bins by placing bins in areas that have high traffic and are
more prone to litter
• Simplified the issue of disposing of waste in the correct bins by introducing accessible bin
toppers displaying what to dispose.
• Converted random general waste bins into six organised stations including general
recycling, ‘Containers for Change’ bins, and ‘Lid for
a Limb’ to collect bottle tops.
• Received the generous help from Brisbane City
Council’s ‘104 or More’ to carry out regular
clean-ups at ICB.
Our EcoMarines have also worked together to create
a garden to connect students with nature, enhance
aesthetics and allow students the opportunity to
water the gardens which also builds a sense of
belonging. We are enthusiastic to see what future
projects we can take part in and see for ourselves the
positive impacts of these strategies towards littering!

24

The Wave 2019

This year at Ithaca Creek State School our
EcoMarines have been amazing ambassadors for
our beautiful school.
They have led litter audits and identified the main
source of litter items at our school, we participated
in the Colgate TerraCycle challenge and recycled
an enormous amount of oral care waste, we have
learnt about local indigenous foods and cared
for both our Kitchen and Bush Tucker gardens.
With the help of our lovely garden Mum Jenny we
have educated and run a whole school compost
program and made lots of beautiful compost for
our gardens.
The EcoMarines have once again been busy little
bees making our school a more sustainable and
green place.

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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2019 has been a great year for the Kallangur State School EcoMarines.
Our focus for the year has been to implement a more successful recycling program in
the school. Moreton Bay Council audited our waste and made some useful suggestions
that we have been busy implementing. As a medium sized school with around 1000
students and members of staff, there were some inevitable challenges in trying to create
a slow shift in culture and attitudes in respect to reducing waste, recycling effectively and
re-using things that can be.
Overall, we can see changes happening with students being receptive to these. They
have taken an active role in helping our school and wider environment become a cleaner,
greener place to live, work and play.
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The Lota EcoMarines have been involved in a lot of RUBBISH – literally!
Through education, leading by example, encouragement, enthusiasm and being hands
on, Lota has achieved many things this year including the following:• Reduced our landfill waste by a massive two-thirds.
• Greatly increased the number of students that regularly bring a wrapper-free lunch to
over one-third of the school! This is up from about 10% last year.
• Helped maintain Lota’s clean and tidy grounds
• Created a growing awareness of caring for our environment
This hard work has been achieved by:• Creating a clear and comprehensive waste sorting system
• Running regular emu parades
• Organising eco craft activities
• Sharing information with the school community at weekly parades.
The Lota EcoMarines ambassadors together with the support crew and many mini marines
are taking waste seriously!
We are the small bayside school changing attitudes and making a big difference.

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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The MacGregor State School EcoMarines have been
busy helping the school become more eco-friendly
and create a tidy planet for all living creatures.
We have done many projects to help the
environment. E.g. clean ups, worm farming, watering
plants, composting, planting trees and getting rid
of weeds.
The ambassadors had a great time at Ambassador
Training Day discovering the EcoMarines challenges,
learning about Tangalooma, and feeding the
dolphins. Back at school, we made a 3D dolphin
from bottle caps to represent how rubbish is entering
our waterways and threatening our marine life, and
encourage everyone to be mindful of litter.. Not to
worry – our EcoMarines are here to save the day!
We also care for our precious plants and trees so that
both animals and humans can enjoy them.
We hope you are inspired by us to help the world...
Remember every little thing counts!
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We have just experienced our first year as an EcoMarines school, and we are loving it.
Ambassadors have reported back to the school about caring for our environment and
how we can reduce rubbish. Our EcoMarines club meets every Monday to brainstorm
ideas, discuss strategies to implement and prepare parade presentations on how to help
our school environment. So far, we have created a litter crew to go around the school and
clean up rubbish. We have also contacted our principal and are on our way to beginning
the Containers for Change program at our school. Our ambassadors and school are also
participating in the upcoming Outdoor Classroom Day.
We look forward to continuing our commitment to make a positive difference!

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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Manly West State School was thrilled to be able to join the Tangalooma EcoMarines
program in 2019.
In August, our four ambassadors have been very proactive and (along with our support
crew) we’ve introduced a recycling program into our school. Following a visit from
Brisbane City Council, we conducted a waste audit. We supplied every classroom,
staffroom and tuckshop with compost bins and dual rubbish/recycling bins. We also have
bins in each block to collect recyclable containers. With the support of Bunnings and
Seasol Australia, we also revamped our kitchen garden. The tuckshop uses our produce to
create some yummy dishes!
In August, our 4 Ambassadors presented at Global Link Queensland and were awarded a
silver for our efforts. We have also participated in Clean Up Australia Day both at school
and in the community with other EcoMarines schools.
We’re looking forward to continuing our efforts and trying some new challenges in 2020!
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The Morningside State School EcoMarines
ambassadors are the captains of the whole school
Environment Club, and meet weekly for projects
that include:
• Replanting gardens to replace those that we lost
in a fire last year.
• Building vegetable and herb gardens. We now
have a new herb spiral garden and a number
of vegetable domes producing wonderful
vegetables.
• Participating in Clean Up Australia Day, National
Tree Day Planting and visits from Brisbane City
Council and Healthy Land and Water to further
understand how we can care for the environment.
• Working bees on the weekends with the school
community for the betterment of our school
gardens and environment.
• The Cash for Containers Program. The
environment club collects the containers each
time they are full, and the class with the most
containers collected receives a reward at
assembly.
• Classroom recycling with to separate containers
and also paper/cardboard.
We’ve been working hard to make a change and
bring our community together!

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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The Mt Crosby SS EcoMarines ambassadors and
support crew have been busy continuing with our
usual projects “Bin it to Win it”, “Wrapper Free
Wednesdays”, and recycling.
Our most exciting new project is a Mindfulness
Garden designed by the ambassadors and support
crew. The first stage is due to be finished by the
end of the year!
On top of this, the students have:
• Held a “Dress Blue for the Bay” day raising $550
for Tangalooma EcoMarines
• Purchased 4 bird baths with recycling refunds
and the $50 Bunnings voucher from last year’s
video competition
• Participated in Queensland Urban Utilities’
“We Love Water” competition with the winning
design from hundreds of submissions printed on
bags for every child in the school
• Enjoyed an excursion to the Port of Brisbane
learning about the impact our everyday activities
have on the bay and how important the Port of
Brisbane is to Brisbane and surrounding areas
This year has been busy but extremely rewarding as
we continue to educate our school community on
how important it is to look after our world!
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This year the Mt Maria EcoMarines have achieved
great things!
We represented our school in the Kids Teaching
Kids competition and won! We will be heading to
Melbourne to collaborate with other schools about
ways to better our environment. In school, we
are part of the stewardship committee dedicated
to finding ways to help make our school more
sustainable. We have also:
• Started a ‘Cash for Cans’ campaign with a clear
Perspex bin so people can see what goes inside.
• Collected and donated mascara wands to a
wildlife organisation for brushing and removing
parasites from animals.
• Conducted a rubbish audit to show the school
how much waste we produce in a week. We
share the results on assembly to encourage our
community to change their behaviour.
• Placed native beehives around the school to help
pollinate our flowers and sustain our gardens.

Tangalooma EcoMarines
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2019 has seen the Oakleigh EcoMarines spread
the word about how our community can adopt
environmentally friendly practices.
They have actively run a termly clean-up day, which
resulted in the EcoMarines introducing specific
collection bins for the vast amount of flyaway
soft plastics. Our ambassadors also made and
sold beeswax wraps at our fair to encourage the
community to use beeswax wraps instead of
gladwrap and zip lock bags… this was a great success!
Other memorable experiences and initiatives include:
• Leadership days at Tangalooma Island Resort and
Payne Road State School
• Educating students on how to recycle
• A library display for World Environment Day
• Our year 5 cohort switching to small bins and
using paper bin liners to reduce waste
• Working in collaboration with Activate Ed to
produce infomercials on international climate
issues such as the current Amazonian fires.
• Continued promotion of the Community
Composting Hub and the School Vegetable
Garden.
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This year at Park Lake SS started with the opening of the recycled playground
(Australia’s first) that we won through TerraCycle.
This featured on both 7 News and 9 News! In Term 2, we expanded our recycling program
and we are now recycling drink containers, bottle tops, oral care products, bread bag tags
and writing instruments.
Our Mini Marines created a short film about the
plight of the whale shark, while our ambassadors and
support crew created a sequel to our award winning
song ‘Stick it in the Bin’ titled: ‘Don’t Use It At All’.
We also won tickets to the Q&A premiere of ‘2040’
and were lucky enough to speak to Damon Gameau.
The highlight of our year was being asked to present
at Gold Coast Green Week. We shared how the
small initiatives we have introduced at school have
positively impacted our wider community.
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Our Payne Road State School EcoMarines and
Environment Club members have had another
terrific year.
This year we have:
• Focused on reducing lunch wrappers based on a
rubbish audit. The EcoMarines made a
“No-Wrapper Python” artwork out of lunch
wrappers and used this to promote a Nude Food
Day on assembly and via the school newsletter.
• Trialled the use of newspaper bin liners in
classroom bins to reduce plastic bags.
• Introduced paper recycling bins into all
classrooms, and continued with composting food
scraps and recycling scrunchy plastics.
• Encouraged the school community to recycle
bread tags, oral hygiene waste and all brands of
textas/markers with the TerraCycle programs.
• Collected tin cans to paint and turn into windchimes to help keep brush turkeys away from our
eating areas.
• Included enthusiastic Prep – Year 2 students as
junior members!
We also organised an Environmental Leaders
Workshop Day for students from local schools. The
day included workshops (making reusable lunch
bags and beeswax wraps), learning about local creek
health, a rubbish pick-up & sort and several guest
speakers. We were supported by SEQ Water as
well as Brisbane City Council, SOWN, Paten Native
Nursery, Boomerang Bags and OzHarvest!
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Blake, Mia, Bella and Rowan are
the Raceview Ambassadors for
2019 and we have had a
fantastic year!
• Our focus at the start of the
year was continuing to promote
Wrapper Free Wednesday, and
planting trees in our native
bush garden with money raised
through the Containers for
Change program.
• The ambassadors completed
the Cleanaway Waste Warriors
to highlight the problem of marine plastic pollution. They designed and
built a humpback whale out of used plastic chip packets found in the school.
• In August, the Ambassadors had the opportunity to attend the Ipswich Sustainability
Summit. The day included guest speakers Costa Georgiadis and Plastic Free Boy, a
workshop making a bag out of an old T-shirt as part of a Reverse Garbage workshop
and learning from Council how to sort waste at home.
• September saw the team host a Tangalooma EcoMarines stall at the Raceview School
Fete, which gave them the opportunity to promote and educate the local community.
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The Redeemer EcoMarines ambassadors have committed one afternoon each week to
undertaking a range of projects this year.
We ran a ‘Go Green Week’, where students participated in an art litter competition,
Kokedama workshops and had a green free-dress day. The fundraising went to the Quoin
Island Turtle Rehabilitation Centre. During this week the Return-It bins were implemented
for Containers for Change, and Redeemer’s first load of bottles were sent off for recycling.
The ambassadors have been instrumental in creating signage and ensure these bins are
not contaminated with general waste. In addition, students have researched the scientific
processes involved with landfill and leaching, and have conducted experiments to deepen
their knowledge.
The EcoMarines had a focus this year on creating a link with the junior school. They ran
a Bin Sticker competition with the juniors where the winning designs will be printed and
stuck to the corresponding bins at the beginning of 2020! The ambassadors also visited
the Junior School Campus to look at the innovative practices already underway, and to
look at how we can work collaboratively moving forward.
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Our second year as a Tangalooma EcoMarines school has been busy and very successful.
We started off with a Clean-up Shorncliffe day focusing on micro-plastics. Our amazing
Ambassadors and super Support Crew along with the whole school community collected
six buckets of rubbish! We held another clean-up day in August with the support of Ellen
from BCC. It was actually a lot harder to find rubbish around our school this time which
was great! Some other activities we have organised this year were:
•

Introducing a recycling program with the support or our fantastic tuckshop
convenor and our awesome groundsman!

•

Soft plastics separated and taken to our local Woolworths

•

Containers for Change

•

A food scraps bin which taken to the compost and used on our grandparents
garden which is growing nicely

•

Reading ‘Eco Sarah Goes Exploring’ to our Preppies and Year 1 students to educate
them about the damage plastics are causing to our marine life and waterways.

•

Educational presentations at assembly

•

Nude Food Days

•

Ecomarines Stall at our schools Centennial Fete

Our tuckshop even recycles or encourages us to bring our own cutlery to school
on tuckshop day!
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This year our EcoMarines ambassadors have
focused on continuing to make our campus more
sustainable with the motto ‘From NOTHING to
SOMETHING!’
Our 2019 journey has included:
• Continued success of wrapper-free lunches
and reducing litter in the school.
• Joining the Moreton Bay Regional Council’s
(MBRC) School Waste Minimisation Program
where students had the opportunity to visit the
waste plant facility, and received training on how
to reduce our waste.
• Introducing and monitoring the Containers for
Change program. We are close to our goal of
raising $500!
• The ambassadors and Year 4 students driving a
small vegetable garden pilot project. Guess what?
It was successful and now growing many lovely
vegetables.
• Working with last years Ambassadors to present
at the Global Link Queensland forum along
with 5 other international and domestic schools.
We shared our school’s sustainability journey
about how it has gone ‘From NOTHING to
SOMETHING’. We were awarded 3rd place!
What’s next? We will be tackling compost, extending
the vegetable garden, and looking at how we can
improve environmental outcomes in our tuckshop –
including the use of produce from our garden!
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Body
2019 has been a year of growth for the EcoMarines at St. Paul’s School with George,
Ujala, Aarya and Ella continuing the work of our 2018 leaders.
We decided our Mini Marines should include anyone who is passionate about the
environment at St. Paul’s School… which turned out to be over 70 students from prep
to year 5 who were all eager to meet, learn about and do what they can about
environmental issues!
We meet every second week to:
• Watch movies/episodes of documentaries and awareness campaigns to grow our
knowledge of environmental issues
• Identify hot spots and organise clean-ups (with the help of the 104 and more
campaign at BCC)
• Plant trees for our Koala Corridor along the South Pine River
• Design and create posters and videos to display in assemblies and around the school
• Promote Wrapper Free Wednesdays
• Collect and sort lids for Envision hands
Our Mini Marines have been our change-makers!
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Body

This year our EcoMarines at St Peter’s have been:
• Recycling cups through Simply Cups
• Recycling household toothbrushes and oral
care waste through Terracycle
• Making beeswax wraps as substitutes for
plastic wraps
• Recycling soft plastics through REDcycle
and encouraging the students to cut down the
plastics they bring to school
• Recycling bottle caps through Envision Hands
to create prosthetic hands for children in need
• Placing in ground compost bins around the
school for food scraps
• Speaking to classes about recycling and
promoting a greener school
We’ve been working hard to encourage and promote
greater recycling and waste disposal in our school
and households!
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In 2019 at St Rita’s the Rita’s Eco Rangers team have continued our crusade
towards a healthier environment for our local community.
We have put our hearts into our mission to make our school a cleaner place, led by
our amazing ambassadors who were selected due to their commitment to the Rita’s
Eco Rangers over many years.
Each week at assembly we have given inspiring presentations to our school community
about special environmental days; putting rubbish in the right bin; and spreading the
word. We have pioneered Green Gotchas across our school which are rewarded to
students who are spotted putting rubbish in the right bin. We have helped our school
by responding to feedback on our previous educational signs, and have created new
signs which are more visual for our younger students. Our ambassadors attended the
Ambassador Training Day which was eye opening and inspiring. It made us realise
how clean our environment could really be after seeing the pristine conditions of
Tangalooma. We thank the Tangalooma EcoMarines for their wonderful leadership
and events this year.
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Our EcoMarines ambassadors and support crew
have been working hard this year to kick goals
“The Tally Way!”.
We presented at the first Sustainable Schools
Network (SSN) Symposium, made a pledge to
reduce single-use wrappers and were finalists in
the SSN Awards. This was a great opportunity to
showcase the great things our students and school
have achieved.
We have our Flagship “Wrapper-Free Wednesday” Program that is now part of our school
culture. We love giving out our “Green Gnome” award to the class with the least wrappers
each week and we are aiming for a Wrapper-Free Term 4 embedding the philosophy of no
single-use wrappers.
The EcoMarines team helped the Positive Change to Marine Life (PCML) River Warriors
remove litter from Tallebudgera Creek meaning we not only gave back to the ocean and
waterways by removing litter that would become marine debris, but we also helped to
raise awareness in regards to the amount of rubbish collected by contributing to
“The State of Tallebudgera Creek” report.
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We were very inspired by the EcoMarines
Ambassador Training day at Tangalooma and went
back to school with some new ideas to reduce waste.
We spoke on assembly to share our waste message
with the whole school, and encourage nude food
days (including a nude food teddy bears picnic).
Our students also entered a scarecrow in the local
scarecrow competition which we entitled ‘From
the Mountain to the Sea’ to share the message of
‘Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’. The scarecrow
was made entirely from recycled materials with an
emphasis on chip packets since they were a large
part of the waste we found in our waste audit
(325 packets) in the senior eating area. Our entry
was awarded a Highly Commended prize, getting
the message out to not just our school but the
wider community.
We also collect on average 4-8 kilograms of
compostable food waste per day from the eating
areas that is fed to our worm farms. This term we are
working on another waste audit to share the data
with the rest of the school and continue to minimise
our waste.
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This year, the West End State School EcoMarines have managed a handful of small
projects to assist our school to become more environmentally aware.
Firstly, we have spoken at our school parade about composting food scraps from our
lunch boxes and small businesses in West End who have taken the big step towards
becoming more environmentally friendly with their produce. Also, we created a video
about our local Container Deposit Scheme which will be presented to the rest of
the school.
We hosted a stall at Science Week in August where we explained to students, staff,
parents and teachers about the impact of plastic pollution on the ocean. At that same stall
we also showed people how to categorise coral based on shape and colour. Lastly, the
West End State School EcoMarines have written articles for the school newsletter.
We have worked had this year to educate and create change in our community…
and we hope to do even more!
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2019 has bought a change to EcoMarines at Wilston. We have made little waves
throughout this year which will help create our title wave in 2020.
This year, our EcoMarines ambassadors and support crew (who we call the ‘2IC’s’) took
on teaching roles and lead small groups of EcoWarriors through various environmental
activities and learning pathways. Our team revamped our veggie and flower gardens
which are still ‘works in progress’. Students learnt about environmental issues around
the globe and what we can do to help through fun games like ‘Who Wants to be an
EcoWarrior’. We have also upcycled and created useful items such as miniature worm
farms, bird feeders and art murals of sea creatures using bottle caps collected early in
the year with our mission ‘Collect-a-Cap’.
At our fete this year, we shared our knowledge and convinced our community to do a
little extra to help our environment and Moreton Bay. We were very loud and proud to
represent EcoMarines! We even made and sold beeswax sandwich wraps. The money we
raised will go towards our title wave next year… Stay tuned for what’s in store!
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This year our EcoMarines carried out a study
to examine students’ behaviour around waste
disposal and responses to educational activities.
We entered this in the Global Link Queensland
competition - an internationally recognised
education event held at Tangalooma Island
Resort for school students from Australia,
Japan and China.
Our investigative study involved the completion
of waste and lunch box audits in order to engage
and educate the community. This showed that:
• 20 percent of the 122 students surveyed from
years 4 to 6 brought wrapper free lunches
•

Of those that didn’t, 90 percent understood
how to dispose of their lunch box waste

• The main items that caused confusion were
citrus peels, wrappers, yoghurt pouches,
and foil.
A waste streaming challenge, class clean-ups and educative posters were implemented
in response to bring about change. This study gave our EcoMarines new knowledge,
confidence and leadership capabilities... and we were awarded with the Global Link
gold medal!
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This was Windsor State School’s first year in the
EcoMarines program!
Our ambassadors (Jack, Lily, Frances and Oliver)
have hit the ground running and worked hard to
change behaviour in their school.
This year we have:
• Attended Ambassador Training Day at
Tangalooma;
• Improved recycling by setting up Containers for
Change through “Return It.” The funds generated
from this program are used for various school
projects introduced by the school student council.
• Initiated the Waste-Free Wednesday Project.
Each Wednesday, students pack a lunch that has
minimal to no waste;
• Presented their project at a City Cluster event, encouraging other schools to follow suit
and implement their own sustainability practices
We have had a successful year of laying the foundations for sustainability, and can’t wait to
see how this continues to grow next year and beyond!
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This year the EcoMarines and teachers worked really
hard to build our committee structure and skills so
we understand the importance of teamwork and
leadership to plan and rollout projects.
• Our Garden Club will soon install a 5th garden
bed! Each week vegetables are harvested and
sold with the funds being used to buy more
seedlings.
• Wrapper-free Wednesday is a number one hit at
school after we presented a video of a talking
fish and a play about a turtle eating plastic. We
present the winning classes with a plant and
trophy at each assembly.
• The BCC ‘104 or More Clean-Up’ team came to
Wondall. The Year 6 cohort split into teams and
used their pick-up tools and rubbish bags to
collect rubbish all over the school. We analysed
the type and location of rubbish because we are
going to create our own litter tools to continue
tackling litter.
• The Ambassador Training Day at Tangalooma was
a highlight for the year!
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Our EcoMarines have been working on getting the following messages out to
our students
• Just because it’s recycled doesn’t mean that it is gone
• Recycling is good but reducing is better.
• Let’s educate younger children… then they will grow up aware of the consequences
of their actions
• Future generations are going to feel impacts so we need to take action.
• Save Water – preserve and conserve this precious resource. We presented a
workshop on water conservation at the Kids Teaching Kids day hosted by
Queensland Urban Utilities. We made a board game out of re-purposed material
to educate people about water scarcity and quality, and what we can do to help!
We are in the process of planning the following
• Eliminating single-use items from the tuckshop
• Fundraising for new recyclable containers and cutlery
• Nude food days
• Posters with engaging slogans
• Funny videos that are presented to the whole school on the topics above.
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Wynnum West State School has had another
successful year raising awareness of the importance
of looking after Moreton Bay.
Our enthusiastic ambassadors (Shaliyah, Charlie,
Tiffany, Skye and Jake) have organised and taken
part in several initiatives throughout this year. These
include:
• Clean-up Australia day organised by Moreton Bay
Environmental Education Centre,
•

Planning and implementing Wrapper Free
Wednesdays in Term 2 where the winning class
received hot chips for lunch,

•

Speaking at school assemblies to educate our
community, and

•

Participating in the We Love Water bag
competition from Queensland Urban Utilities.
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Artist – Delvene Cockatoo-Collins
Delvene Cockatoo-Collins is a Quandamooka
woman who lives and works on Minjerribah,
North Stradbroke Island and has connections
through her grandfather to Mulgumpin –
Moreton Island.
Her arts practice includes printmaking,
ceramics and small sculptural works. Through
these mediums she expresses the stories of
her family’s lived experiences on Minjerribah,
and her responses to images and texts
related to her family.

Printing provided by Fuji Xerox.

