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The front page artwork was created at the inaugural CHECK event held in
September this year. CHECK stands for Culture, History, Environment, Careers
and Kindness. The event is for secondary school EcoMarines and is an
opportunity to learn from Traditional Custodians and industry experts on a wide
range of cultural, historical, and environmental topics and the types of careers
associated with those areas of interest. 

The artwork is a collaborative piece with contributions from many of the
EcoMarines students who attended CHECK. Under the skilful guidance of Matt
Robert from Ngalin Ayeye, students learned the meanings and cultural
significance of the symbols that feature in the work.    

EcoMarines acknowledges the Nunukul, Goenpul and Ngugi peoples as the
Traditional Custodians of the land on which EcoMarines stands. We pay our
respects to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Tangalooma EcoMarines is committed to learning about and connecting
with traditional practices of caring for Country to better inform and guide us
in looking after our precious environment.



91
EcoMarines schools

Our purpose is to create a community of environmental leaders through the
provision of free environmental education programs to early learning centres,
primary and secondary schools across Queensland.  

Our programs and events enable our EcoMarines schools to network with one
another, connect with local businesses and government representatives, and learn
from Traditional Custodians. 

Our EcoMarines are the environmental leaders within their school communities.
They identify and tackle environmental issues through a variety of sustainable
activities and practices. Ambassadors educate and influence their peers, teachers,
family and friends on the many ways they can take care of their local environment. 

A  L OOK  INTO  THE
E C OMAR INE S  C OMMUN I T Y

OUR PURPOSE

OUR REACH

Mini Marine 

early learning centres

119

204,750
Community members reached 



WE ARE GROWING! 

COMING UP IN 2023 

As of next year, you will be able to find the
EcoMarines program in schools within
Cairns and Townsville!

The Queensland Government has teamed up
with EcoMarines to expand our reach to more
primary and secondary schools across
Queensland starting with the tropical cities of
Cairns and Townsville. We are looking
forward to welcoming our new leaders to the
program in 2023.

Cairns

Townsville

LAUNCH OF NEW ONLINE TRAINING KIT
Our new online training kit will be released early next year! The kit includes
fun educational games and quizzes PLUS a 10-episode video series with a
cast of six EcoMarines heroes. The super squad is always up for a new
adventure and taking on the next big environmental challenge. Keep an eye
out for updates!

ECOMARINES COMMUNITY GROWTH
We are aiming to be in over 200 primary and secondary schools across South
East Queensland and North Queensland by the end of next year! This means
we will be reaching more students and growing our community of
environmental leaders.



ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES  

E C OMAR INE S  S TUDENT
A CH I EVEMENT S  

Percentage of teachers that have witnessed tangible environmental change
at the school in the following areas (based on 2021 data): 

BEHAVIOURAL CHANGES 

That EcoMarines Ambassadors
have expressed that they have
influenced other's behaviour in

better caring for the environment. 

91.15%
Teachers agree that their

EcoMarines have developed
confidence and leadership skills.

40%

Waste 
reduction

76%

Increased
recycling 

52%

Litter 
reduction 

52%

Participation in
gardening 

44%

Participation in
composting

8%

Increased water
conservation

8%

Reduced energy
use

48%

Increased peer-to-
peer engagement
and/or spreading

awareness 

and%
%



THANK  YOU  TO  OUR
S PON SOR S  &  PARTNER S

EcoMarines is proudly supported by:

We appreciate the support of our sponsors and partners throughout the year.
We couldn't make such a significant impact without you.   



THE  E C OMAR INE S  T EAM 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

In February, we appointed Louise Yates as our Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to
manage our growth as we go state-wide. Louise has been active behind the scenes
since the start of EcoMarines and is a founding board member. 

On behalf of the board, thank you again for a fantastic and fun-filled year. We hope
each one of you will continue to build on what you have learned and achieved
through EcoMarines. And that through your knowledge and passion, you will go on
to create more sustainable solutions for a strong world."

DAVID JAMES, CHAIRMAN

"Thanks to the unwavering
dedication of our schools,
sponsors, and staff, we
emerged stronger than ever
from a bumpy start to the year.
While floods and COVID
caused havoc, they did nothing
to dent the enthusiasm of our
EcoMarines. We have a lot to
thank you for. 

The results of your efforts and the leadership of all
EcoMarines schools since we launched our school
program in 2014 saw earlier this year, EcoMarines
included in the Queensland State Government’s
Organic Waste Action Plan. This is significant
recognition for the success of the program and your
collective achievements. 

It also means that schools in other parts of
Queensland can now join up to become EcoMarines.
We already have five schools from Townsville and
Cairns that are doing our orientation program ready
to kick off in 2023. 



We had 91 schools enrolled at the start of the year. We now have 125 schools
all doing their bit to protect environment and waterways.
The first schools from Townsville and Cairns signed up to EcoMarines.
Our education team met with 91 schools - an estimated 450 EcoMarines
representatives - for mentor meetings, new school meetings, presentations,
and teacher support meetings.
A new Orientation program introduced in June saw 26 schools sign up to
preparations for entering the full EcoMarines program in 2023.
Working with the Education Queensland’s Education and Training Centre, our
team developed and launched an EcoMarines school program for youth in
detention.

It has been a big year for EcoMarines with lots of new and exciting additions to our
programs, and a record lift in school numbers happening alongside the staging of
events and conducting school visits. Below is a snapshot of our 2022 highlights.

Our EcoMarines

WHAT  WE 'VE  BEEN  UP
TO  IN  2 0 2 2  

We revised and launched our Mini
Marines program to early learning
centres. The new program is
divided into the five Eco Focuses
that guide national sustainability
across all Australian early learning
centres. 
Held seven competition campaigns
throughout the year
We introduced the Mini Marines
program into centres based in New
South Wales and Victoria.

Our Mini Marines
Our Mini Marines early learning centres
grew from 40 to 119 throughout the
year.



EcoMarines was written into the State Government’s Organic Waste Action Plan.
This was the catalyst for taking EcoMarines to other Queensland regions starting
with Townsville and Cairns.
We cast 50 EcoMarines to star in a new online video that will form part of our
new online training kit. The training kit will help to reach schools in rural and
remote communities.
Our education team produced a take home booklet for Redlands Coast City
Council. The booklet contains tips and information families need to manage
waste through the 5 Rs - refuse, reduce, reuse, repurpose, recycle, and rot.
Work commenced work on a new online Teacher’s Resource Kit. Filled with 
 practical ideas and handy hints, for busy teachers and educators wanting to add
sustainability into their lesson plans. It will also assist home school educators to
integrate the EcoMarines into their programs. The Teacher’s Resource Kit will
launch online in early 2023.
We teamed up with the Queensland Government’s Love Food, Hate Waste
program to look at ways to raise awareness about managing food waste at
school and in the home.

Our Special Projects

The View, our corporate function for
partners and sponsors
Four ambassador training days held at
Tangalooma Island Resort
Care for Country held at the Manly
waterfront
Brisbane City Council Waterways events
held at Nudgee Beach Parklands and
Boondall Wetlands Environmental
Education Centre
Launch of our inaugural CHECK event for
secondary schools at the Brisbane
Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Our Events
We hosted 1,488 participants who attended our
events throughout the year, including:

Our usual Urban Utilities Clean Up Australia
Day was cancelled due to the Brisbane floods.



Exhibited at the QASSP School
Leaders Conference
Exhibited at the Department of
Education’s International Schools
Conference
Attended Business South Bank
Sustainability Working Group
Attended the Redlands Coast
Community Fair at Indigiscapes
Attended the Brisbane City Council
Sustainability Development Goals
Workshop.

Out and About 

Produced our first EcoMarines Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct is aligned
to Quality Assurance standards.
The Board of Directors and team met in August to develop its EcoMarines
Strategic Plan 2023-2026.
We secured a Queensland Gambling Fund grant to stage Ambassador Training
in Townsville (Magnetic Island) and Cairns (Fitzroy Island) in 2023.
All key documents were reviewed and revised for consistency and to reflect
program changes.

Office Operations

You are the reason we love what we do. We work to make things easy for you
to be the leaders you are in making our world clean, green, and healthy.

Thank you one and all!

Louise, Penny, Dini, Fran and Aaron



MIN I  MAR INE S
ADVENTURE S

Avenues Sunnybank Hills has proudly been a Tangalooma EcoMarines service
from the very beginning, back in 2018. Together, we trialled the Mini Marines
Program with Penny’s support and guidance and visited Moreton Island with our
families, children and educators. Our service strongly believes in the importance
of embedding sustainable practices at a young age to further protect our
environment now and into the future. 

To integrate the EcoMarines program into the early years curriculum, we proudly
assisted the marine’s team with their amazing eco-focuses and linked this to the
approved learning framework. Last year we designed and dedicated a garden to
the Tangalooma EcoMarines, which we proudly showcased at The Wave in 2021.
We will always be there to support the EcoMarines team on their journey to
making this world a cleaner and greener environment.

-Teresa Hatcliffe, Education Leader, Avenues Early Learning Centre,
Sunnybank Hills 

AVENUES SUNNYBANK HILLS  



AVENUES NORMAN PARK
Avenues Norman Park has collaborated and contributed to the Tangalooma
EcoMarines program for multiple years. We have a strong relationship and our mini
marines and our centre have embraced local community connections with this
wonderful early learning program. As a centre, we aim to spread awareness about
how we can all be sustainable in our daily lives and extend it in our projects and
learning experiences. 

The Tangalooma EcoMarines program has educated early years children and
families on strategies and information for how to care for environment. Our growing
relationship with Tangalooma EcoMarines allows teachers to educate our future
learners with innovative initiatives to inspire, create and promote future endeavours.
We look forward to applying all our learning into practice as we prepare to set sail to
Tangalooma Island as an end of year special event with our Kindergarten children,
families and teachers. We will continue to spread awareness as passionate partners
of the EcoMarines Early Learning Community. 

-Kahla Smith, Education Leader, Avenues Early Learning Centre, Norman Park



S TU DENT S  THAT  RU L E !  



P R IMARY  S C HOO L S  THAT
RU LE !  

BANKSIA BEACH STATE SCHOOL  

Landfill Legends – we collected and recorded any
rubbish that we found on a weekly basis. The tidiest year
level was awarded a pod of toy dolphins each week to
take care of.
Energy Heroes Competition - students designed
heroes identifying how we can save energy. Our top
three winners will receive prizes presented by Ali King
MP on senior parade.
Go Green for EcoMarines – we proudly raised $564.25
for EcoMarines!
Containers for Change - we recycled 30000 containers
from landfill raising $3000 for our school.

What a fabulous year the EcoMarines at Banksia Beach
State School have had! Our 4 ambassadors and 36 support
crew have been absolutely amazing! 

Our 2022 highlight projects: 

What a year! EcoMarines!

This year our EcoMarines focussed on the litter
around our school because our school is in a
platypus sensitive environment. We are on a hill
and have trouble with wind blowing things around.
We also have trouble with the wild life taking litter
out of bins. Some of our bins are critter proof but
our critters are very determined. Each Monday the
War on Waste club, run by our EcoMarines, clean
up the litter in our school grounds. This club has
removed almost 40kg of litter this year. We
completed a waste audit so we could see the type
of litter we are having problems with. It was mostly
soft plastics so our aim for next year is to
encourage a litterless lunch. 

ALBANY HILLS STATE SCHOOL



BULIMBA STATE SCHOOL 
Bulimba State School EcoMarines created and
implemented a waste management and recycling
system at the school. They identified the school’s lack of
awareness when it comes to recycling, reusing and
composting. Armed with this knowledge, they set out to
change the school community’s behaviour and attitude
towards recycling. Bulimba’s EcoMarines produced
educational videos to highlight the problem and
solutions. Litter-free lunches (without soft plastic) were
encouraged and the use of reusable containers. Bins
labelled ‘organic’, ‘soft plastics’ and ‘recycling’ were
organised into waste management stations around the
school to make recycling easier. Soft plastics were
delivered to Woolworths in Bulimba, to be disposed of
responsibly.

The Bulimba EcoMarines have embraced an active role
in helping the school become a cleaner, safer, greener
place to learn, work and play. 

This year was Cleveland State School’s first time with
EcoMarines. Our ambassadors; Ava, Harrison, Serina
and Jensen were very excited for this new adventure.
Our ambassadors run the school’s Containers for
Change program (known as ‘Jeff bins’ after a retired
cleaner) and feel good about the positive impact their
recycling efforts have on the environment. We
completed a waste audit and created a ‘Waste
Warrior’ turtle out of the most common waste items to
educate our school on the affects this waste has on
our local bay. 

CLEVELAND STATE SCHOOL

We entered it in our school’s
annual ‘Arts Alive’ showcase
to show the wider community
the impact litter has on our
wildlife/environment. C.S.S is
looking forward to
EcoMarines 2023!



DELANEYS CREEK
STATE SCHOOL  

Finally, we had Earth hour and turned off all our lights for an hour to raise awareness on
energy conservation. Since then, all classrooms are to turn electronics that aren't in use
during all lunch breaks. 

We wish we had done more but the time just has got away from us! 

The EcoMarines decided to introduce
'Junior EcoMarines' in our lower
school to help better monitor our
existing recycling and composting
bins. 
We have gone on parade and
presented a refresher to the school to
what goes in the bins. Additionally, we
have created new informative signs
for our bins. 

EcoMarines Highlights of 2022: 

EAGLE JUNCTION STATE SCHOOL  
Throughout 2022 the Eagle Junction State
School Green Team have had many successful
projects.

These include: Growing the Green Team hugely
– we meet every Wednesday to clean up the
school and surrounding streets! We also have
had a plant in each classroom from the Brisbane
City Council to look after and then plant in the
gardens at the end of the year. Most importantly,
we had a very successful GREEN DAY where
we raised money for EcoMarines. Students
dressed in Green, ate fresh fruit and learnt about
the environment. Also, the Sustainability
Captains attended the EcoMarines on Moreton
Island where we learned more about the
environment and got to feed dolphins. Overall,
this year has been a huge success for the Green
Team at EJ.
-Sustainability Captains



The EcoMarines at Hendra SS have been busy this year managing our compostable waste!
Daxton and Rhea have taken charge of our resident worms; feeding them all the school's
scraps and collecting their worm liquid to then sell as fertiliser. Along with this, they have
encouraged all our students to manage their waste by conducting a wrapper free Wednesday
every week, with a Golden Glitter Bin as a reward, as well as end of term and year rewards for
the BEST class and keeping it clean! Well done HSS!

HENDRA STATE SCHOOL

INDOOROOPILLY STATE SCHOOL  
Our EcoMarines had a fantastic year in educating and
promoting a cleaner, greener and more sustainable
community! Attending the ambassador training day at
Tangalooma Island Resort was certainly a highlight and
got Abhivandya, Simone, Louis and Miheli excited and
inspired for their school-based initiatives.
 
Our EcoMarines ambassadors chose to run a
composting poster competition. The poster needed to
show students what could and could not go into our new
compost bins. The competition was a success with over
70 entries. The stand-out 5 that were chosen were then
stuck on our compost caddies and delivered to
classrooms throughout the school. 

Support crew and ambassadors have been busy
maintaining our compost system and love teaching our
preps how it all works. We are now ready to start our
Spring planting in our tuckshop gardens and we can’t
wait to use our nutrient rich compost as fertiliser. 



2022 was our first EM year! We got busy quickly,
putting in 3 Subpods compost bins, caddies for
our Prep & Yr1 classes and introducing our tidy
areas mascot, Tinker! We made a HQ sign and a
student ideas box for the library. Then we made
goods to sell at our school fair: repurposed band
uniforms into scrunchies, compost postcards,
seedlings, original artworks, biscuits & cupcakes!
Our worms made such awesome soil that we
planted some seedlings over the holidays that
are now growing fruit and vege. We will start
collecting containers for ReCan to fund more
great green ideas and lastly, we hope to create a
large sculpture of rubbish to highlight our nesting
curlews and protecting the bird life. We have
loved our first year as EcoMarines and can’t wait
for 2023!!
 Ms T Wightwick, Ella, Ruby, Liam, Mariah.

IRONSIDE STATE SCHOOL

ISLAMIC COLLEGE OF BRISBANE (PRIMARY)

10th Anniversary of the Clean and Green Award - EcoMarines visited their allocated
classrooms and inspected these areas. The cleanest classroom wins an award. 
Litter free lunch – every Tuesday the EcoMarines count the number of litter-free lunches in
each classroom. 
Nature Club - students would learn how to plant seeds and how to transplant a plant. 
Recycled Art Competition - classes came up with some great ideas, for example a stool
made from bottles! 

This year was an amazing year for ICB Environment Committee. We got involved in some great
projects like Nature Club, Clean Up Club, Litter Free Lunch and Clean and Green Award. 

Being a part of EcoMarines  community is an amazing experience and motivates us to protect
our environment and others too. 
-Fadeelah, Ayesha and Ayah 



ITHACA CREEK STATE SCHOOL

The EcoMarines at Ithaca Creek State School have been working on a number of
environmental initiatives this year. Not only have they helped to maintain the Kitchen Garden
and Tuckshop herb garden, but they ran a native tree planting morning to complement our
school NAIDOC week celebrations. Our EcoMarines, along with their support crew, have also
been responsible for recycling all paper in the school and helping all classes learn how to
compost their brain break scraps effectively. In addition, they have established a Worm City
with 5 worm farms and have taken care of our native fish! Lastly, our EcoMarines ran a poster
competition to encourage water saving in collaboration with Urban Utilities. It has been a busy
but successful year!

Kippa-Ring EcoMarines have had a busy year
with 3 main initiatives implemented throughout the
school. Our soft plastic collection and recycling
program combined with our Wrapper-Free-
Wednesday competition to enhance awareness
about the detrimental affects of soft plastics in the
environment. Each week winners won the school
plant “Wolbai” (meaning baby in First Nations
language).

The EcoMarines and Year 3’s and 4’s were
involved the MBRC waste management program
and now Kippa-Ring has implemented cardboard /
paper recycling throughout the school.

Our final initiative is working with The Wave and
implementing the Containers For Change
programme at our school.

KIPPA-RING STATE SCHOOL



On the 5th of August our EcoMarines along with the help our Student Council planted gum
trees and grevilleas in our school grounds. Then on the 12th of October our EcoMarines
along with the help of our whole school community conducted a waste audit. In this event we
collected rubbish and then counted the different types of rubbish, so as to then develop
initiatives which would reduce the main types of waste at our school. We have also instituted
the role of light monitors in some of our classrooms, which was an initiative driven by our
EcoMarines.

KURABY STATE SCHOOL  

KURWONGBAH STATE SCHOOL

This year the Kurwongbah State School EcoMarines have focused on educating students
about how to reduce the amount of waste we produce. The school, with the assistance of the
‘Organic Waste Smart Schools’ grant, purchased multi-sort bins. The EcoMarines produced a
video demonstrating how students should sort their waste into the different bins. This has led
to a reduction in the amount of waste going to landfill, increased our compost for the school
garden and earned the school over $500 dollars from cashing in 10c recyclable containers.
The EcoMarines have also promoted ‘Waste Free Wednesdays’ which has further reduced the
amount of waste produced at Kurwongbah State School. The school would like to thank the
2022 EcoMarines; Asha, Chloe, Rory and Reuben for their enthusiasm and commitment to the
environmental projects they have led throughout the year.



LOTA STATE SCHOOL 
Lota State School is committed to becoming a
zero waste school and this year's ambassadors,
support crew and mini marines worked hard
towards this goal. This year, we participated in the
Wonder Recycling for Schools and are continuing
the school community collection of soft plastics to
add to our separation of paper, foil, food waste,
reusable items, recyclables and containers for
change. The team organised regular emu
parades, wrapper free lunch days as well as Blue
for Bay Day where the students were asked to do
something positive for the environment (eg pick
up rubbish, travel actively to school) as well as to
bring a 10c Container for Change. Money
collected from the containers paid to have two
water tanks installed at school! Lota EcoMarines
are helping to educate our community to step
more lightly on the earth. 

in 2022, we have focused on rubbish around our school. We held a poster competition during
the year to promote the correct use of our containers for change bins or ‘popper’ bins. Our
lucky junior and senior winners’ entries are now shown on all bins throughout the school. We
have also held weekly clean ups where ambassadors, support crew and anyone interested is
given a bag and a claw hand to pick up rubbish that has blown out of bins or from our
community. We are also working on a skit which shows peers how to use the bins correctly.

LOGAN RESERVE STATE SCHOOL



MACGREGOR STATE SCHOOL  
This year, we were chosen to be the first
ever Sustainability Captains, working with
the EcoMarines Program and Mrs De.
Despite some disruptions we faced earlier
this year, we still have had a great recycling
and composting programs where we have
encouraged the whole school to help out.
We also assisted the Grade 5 leadership
program so they too can be inspired to
follow the path of a sustainable school and
guide the younger grades. We recently held
a fundraiser ‘Wear Blue to Save the Bay’ - 
 we were very successful in receiving a lot of
funding which will influence our future plans,
like developing a chicken coop and a veggie
patch. 

This is year has been an amazing adventure and we can’t wait to continue the sustainable
choice wherever we go!
-Charmy, Himaani, Isaac and Somesh

MANLY WEST STATE SCHOOL
The EcoMarines at Manly West SS have had great
success in promoting “Trash Free Tuesday”. The
amount of staff and students now participating in
making their lunch “Trash Free” on a Tuesday has
been increasing all year. A Golden Bin is handed to
the class that has the highest number of students
participating in Prep to Grade 2 and Grade 3 to Grade
6. It has been wonderful to see a variety of classes win
the bin each week. 

They do have an idea to put a Native
Bee hive in the garden and are in the
process of investigating the how to of
Native Bees. 



MARSHALL RD STATE
SCHOOL  
Hello fellow EcoMarines ambassadors. We
would like to share our EcoMarines school
highlights with you.
This year we started our Rubbish Rangers, see
our owl motif, and have been collecting up
rubbish from around our school with the help of
student volunteers.
Also, our students designed sustainable
superheroes. 
We got a variety of drawing from Prep to year 6s.
Everyone enjoyed it!

The students and teachers at Marshall Road are also very excited about being finalists in the
BCC Waste Stream awards 2022. Being one of the eco-friendliest schools in Brisbane makes
us all very proud. 
-Kae, Cliff, Willow, Amber

MIAMI STATE SCHOOL  

Started Rubbish Warriors - we clean up our
school weekly 
Started a local community rubbish pick up - we
clean up our local park once a month. Each time
we go out, we fill up more than 10 big bags of
rubbish!
Started Containers for Change! Since the
beginning of term 3, we have collected more than
2,643 plastic bottles, aluminium cans and juice
boxes. We are looking to spend that money next
year on a school garden!
Conducted multiple school litter audits and
discovered that our most present piece of rubbish
was the soft plastic covering the straws of juice
boxes. We have used this as inspiration for our
Waste Warriors Art project! 

With about 40 EcoMarines in years 3-6, this year at
Miami State School, we have:

It is amazing to see everything that we have
accomplished in one year and cannot wait to see
what we will do next year!



This year Morningside State School were
successful in an application for grant funding from
Organic Waste Smart Schools Program. Recycling
food and organic waste is important as when sent
to landfill as food waste produces methane – a
greenhouse gas that’s 25 times more potent than
CO2. All this is bad news for the environment.
Composting or recycling organic waste helps
reduce this impact and also provides us with
important nutrients to feed plants and improve the
soil in our gardens.

Our “Farewell to Food Waste at MSS” project
involved separation and collection of food waste
from school lunches, as well as the tuckshop, and
Outside School Hours Care service. Food waste is
composted onsite using Subpods - below ground
worm and microbe compost systems - situated
throughout the school grounds.

These Subpods have been managed and cared for
by our schools EcoMarines.

MORNINGSIDE STATE SCHOOL

OAKLEIGH STATE SCHOOL

Attended BCC Waterways event – attended by
Vice Ambassadors
Made a Frog Hotel – resides in Veggie Patch
Attended Ambassador Training Day –
absolutely loved this day at Tangalooma
Celebrated World Turtle Day – did a library
display, created and played lunchtime turtle
games. Raised funds for the Sea Turtle
Foundation from running a Wear Green Day.
Donated over $400. Heightened awareness of
harmful soft plastics and other litter.
Delivered Waste Streams Education at
Assemblies and performed daily bin duties.

2022 Oakleigh EcoMarines have:



Host an Environmental Leaders' Workshop Day
for other dedicated students from local cluster
schools. 
Run a Rubbish-Return campaign to help keep our
school clean and to change buying habits of
families.
Collect and recycle soft plastic wrappers – the
REDCycle program. 
Maintain school vegetable gardens, compost bins
and native beehives. 
Raise money for a local community group and
Indigenous Food Garden- Clean Up Australia Day
campaign. 
Write regular articles for the school newsletter to
help families be more sustainable. 
Run a stall at a local EcoForum organised by our
local MP.
Design fun waste-sorting games for younger
students. 

Sustainability initiatives are driven at PRSS by our
four EcoMarines Ambassadors, our dedicated staff
including our Sustainability officer, Support Crew Staff
and the students of our Junior and Senior
Environment Clubs. This year we had the opportunity
to: 

PAYNE ROAD STATE SCHOOL

Our EcoMarines have been busy putting two 
new initiatives in place this year. We started
Wrapper Free Wednesdays where a third of 
our school has been participating! An amazing 
effort which we’re excited about. We also have 
soft plastic recycling bins at each eating area, 
and they becoming more popular as students
learn the routine and what can and can’t go 
in the bin. Even though these are small 
changes, we are excited at the impact it is having on our school and our environment! 
We can’t forget our rubbish audit either. We found some CRAZY items - a few old socks, a 
spoon and some Lego - along with wayyyyyyy too much soft plastics. Hopefully next year 
this will be reduced with our soft plastic recycling. 
We cannot wait to see our ideas grow into something bigger and help not only our school but 
our planet and our marine life!

PETRIE STATE SCHOOL



SANDGATE STATE SCHOOL
At Sandgate State School, the
EcoMarines team implemented recycling
bins to help lessen our contribution to
landfill. This idea was put in place to
recycle our abundance of Tuckshop bags
instead of putting them with other food
waste.

This has taught students to recycle and
this greatly helps the broader environment
too, as there is an understanding that
paper bags and other paper products can
be recycled. 

What an amazing EcoMarines team that we
have had in 2022! Nehan, Arta and Zara have
taken on every challenge with enthusiasm
and eagerness to make a ‘wave of change!’
We enjoyed connecting Brisbane City Council
at Nudgee Wetlands, and with Paul and Ellen
during the Easter holidays for our 104 and
more Clean up Club. This gave us an
amazing start to tackling our problem of
littering! 

Faced with dozens of soy sauce packets and
waste that had been in our garden for a VERY
long time, we sought to engage our school
community in the tales of ‘The Litter Bandit.’

Through a series of videos; Detective Eco,
Marine Man and Silly Billy, led our school
through a series of videos that identified hot
spots for rubbish in our school, and teach
everyone how to sort their litter. We have
seen a reduction in litter in our school
community, thanks to the work of our
EcoMarines Dream Team!

ST. PAUL'S SCHOOL 



WEST END STATE SCHOOL
'The WESS EcoMarines for 2022 conducted
their own war on waste using a waste audit kit
from the BCC. They looked at how much
rubbish was produced in a day by the upper
school. After finding that the majority of the
waste produced was recycling from tuckshop
orders and soft plastics, they created posters,
informative videos and spoke on assembly to
help share their findings and educate students
about these types of waste. 

In Term 4, they also planned a fundraiser for
Tangalooma EcoMarines, where students could
wear green or florals if they donated a gold
coin. There were several activities, including a
writing stimulus that incorporated soft plastics to
provoke conversations about single-use plastics
and a rubbish sorting obstacle course!

Implementing Wrapper Free
Wednesdays to encourage children to
bring wrapper free lunches to reduce
waste.
Painting recycled cans for our schools
Gardening club. These will act as new
potential homes for many insects. We
used bright paint colours to ensure the
cans attract many bugs and critters to
the garden to produce more plants and
to germinate the flowers so our garden
can reproduce. 

Paige, EcoMarines Ambassador

WISHART STATE SCHOOL
The Environmental Sustainability and EcoMarines Club at Wishart State School, is all about
learning to care correctly for the environment by recycling properly, maintaining healthy
ecosystems and coming up with the right ways to protect our precious planet. We have
carried out some awesome environmental activities in 2022, including: 



S E C ONDARY  S C HOO L S  THAT
RU LE !  

The BBSC EcoMarines started the year focussing on global conservation, raising $114 from a
self-funded raffle to donate to the WWF. Soon after, students were buzzing about our Great
Barrier Reef Camp to Konomie (North Keppel) Island where we monitored coral health,
performed marine debris audits and more! It was amazing to see less rubbish on the reef
compared to our last camp! Involving ourselves in Ambassador Training and the CHECK
Event, students also wanted to begin a new project for future years: the Choice Challenge!
Proudly, over 200km of usual car-travel was replaced with eco-friendly options.

BRISBANE BAYSIDE STATE COLLEGE

Being an EcoMarine ambassador at Bundamba State
Secondary College this year allowed our school to become a
great place to create change within our community and to make
our school a better place to maintain environmental
conservation.

During lunch breaks, ambassadors conducted a ‘containers for
change’ system in a stall next to the canteen where they would
accept recyclables in exchange for ‘B’Bucks’, a currency that
could be redeemed for food and drink. We also organised a
planting event for National Tree Day in collaboration with
Bunnings Warehouse and Moggill Creek Catchment Group to
rehabilitate riparian zones around the school oval. 

We plan on conducting more planting events and other events
to create change within our school community to make an
impact on having our school be as eco-friendly as possible.

BUNDAMBA STATE SECONDARY COLLEGE 



Tip 1: Pick up litter each time you
go to the beach. Leave only
footprints!
Tip 2: Reduce your car emissions.
Try carpooling with a friend, catch
the bus, or cycle to school.
Tip 3: Reduce food waste to landfill
by freezing leftovers or putting your
waste in a compost bin.

Our ‘Top Tips’ to help everyone at
home: 

BRISBANE BOYS COLLEGE (PRIMARY &
SECONDARY)

Distributing recycling posters to each of the
classrooms to encourage recycling
Looking after our composting worms and
vegetable beds.
Collecting plastic bottles for Containers for
Change.
Development of a Minecraft ‘Protect our
Environment’ game.

Throughout the year our Junior EcoMarines have
been engaging and educating their community
by:  

Our Senior EcoMarines have been active
throughout the year. They organised a Clean-up
Australia day event and went around the school
collecting rubbish and pledges from our
students to help keep the school and local
community cleaner and greener. The Senior
EcoMarines are also organising a cupcake
fundraiser for an environmental charity.

ST JOSEPHS COLLEGE GREGORY TERRACE
As Terrace has two campuses, we have two
groups of Ambassadors, four from Year 9 at the
Waterford Campus and four from Year 10 on the
Main Campus. That way, we can address the
issue of plastic waste across the school. With
1,750 students and 250 staff, we were horrified to
discover that with all the wrappings on our morning
teas and lunches, our school generates about 1.5
million pieces of plastic rubbish every year. We
know we can do much better than that so we are
working with the whole school community to
educate everyone so we can- at the very least -
cut this half by next year. Next term, we will be
showing a film we are making to the whole school,
illustrating the problem and suggesting solutions.
We also plan to have Brisbane City Council come
to conduct a waste audit to see how else we could
reduce our footprint.



JOSIAH COLLEGE
2022 was the first year that Josiah College was a
part of the Tangalooma EcoMarines program. Our
four senior students Virginia, Joseph, Lincoln and
Blair have done a fabulous job paving the way for
future EcoMarines at the College. 

Josiah EcoMarines have initiated a paper recycling
system in the College, which began with a school
wide competition to decorate a paper recycling box
for each classroom. The students have also
cultivated a worm farm, that grows fresh produce and
fertilises the vegetable patch at school. Future
projects this term include soft plastic and felt pen
recycling.

The highlight of the year was the visit to
Tangalooma where the students collaborated
well with other students to win the sandcastle
competition. They brought back to school the
messages learnt about marine life and
sustainable options. Feeding the dolphins and
the adventure of the day was certainly a new
experience for our EcoMarines.

ST. COLUMBAN'S COLLEGE 

St Columban's enjoyed sharing eco-friendly ideas at Careers Night. Our stall educated the 
community on ways to reduce waste with the following methods: reusing used coffee 
grounds onto plant bedding as a natural pesticide and fertilizer; potting succulents into used 
jars with some fun hanging macramé designs; and using material to make bees wax wraps 
instead of cling wrap on school lunches. Thanks to Tangalooma EcoMarines for loaning 
your awesome marquee and educational resources for the night! The college has also 
incorporated new Containers for Change bins into the school's recycling infrastructure with 
high hopes of supporting our college's mission to recycle more effectively. 



TEA CHER  FEATURE S !



EVENT  H I GH L I GHT S !  
AMBASSADOR TRAINING DAYS

Thanks to Tangalooma Island Resort, we were able to take all our EcoMarines schools to the
resort on Mulgumpin (Moreton Island) across four days during May this year. Each day was
packed with workshops, games and networking designed to equip our ambassadors with the
necessary skills and activities to create a wave of environmental change in their schools and
communities! 

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL: WATERWAYS
EVENT  

In collaboration with Brisbane City Council, we held an exclusive event for our EcoMarines
schools from the Brisbane City Council region. Whilst exploring Nudgee Beach, our EcoMarines
learnt about mangroves, migratory shorebirds and the overall importance of keeping our local
waterways healthy and clean. This was followed up by a fun, educational wildlife show held by
Gecko's Wildlife at Boondall Wetlands Environmental Education Centre. 



CARE FOR COUNTRY 

In collaboration with Deadly Choices, we provided our EcoMarines community the opportunity to
learn about the history of Quandamooka people from the Nunukul Yuggera group and create
cultural art with the guidance of Delvene Cockatoo-Collins. We also took the time to
acknowledge that today's sustainable practices were learned from the ways Traditional Custodians
cared for land.  

SECONDARY SCHOOL CHECK EVENT

In September, we held our first CHECK event for secondary school EcoMarines. CHECK is
designed as a conference with keynote speakers, breakout sessions and panel discussions. Our 
special guests included a variety of industry experts who have careers in conservation or 
sustainability, the Traditional Custodians, and representatives from different local councils and the 
Queensland Government. Through our interactive workshops and panel discussions, our 
EcoMarines were provided with a range of insights into potential career pathways. 



E C OMAR INE S  S C HOO L S

Schools of 2022
A.B Paterson College (primary & secondary)
Albany Hills State School
Amberley District State School
Balmoral State High School
Banksia Beach State School
Bounty Boulevard State School
Bray Park State High School
Brisbane Bayside State College
Brisbane Boys' College (primary & secondary)
Bulimba State School
Bundamba State Secondary College
Carmichael College
Clayfield College (primary & secondary)
Cleveland State School
Clontarf Beach State High School
Clontarf Beach State School
Delaney's Creek State School
Dunwich State School
Dutton Park State School
Eagle Junction State School
Elanora State School
Everton Park State School
Grace Lutheran Primary School
Hendra State School
Hilder Road State School
Humpybong State School
Indooroopilly State High School
Indooroopilly State School
Ipswich North State School
Ironside State School
Islamic College of Brisbane (primary &
secondary)
Ithaca Creek State School
Jindalee State School
John Paul College 
Josiah College
Kallangur State School

Kippa-Ring State School
Kuraby State School
Kurwongbah State School
Logan Reserve State School
Lota State School
MacGregor State School
Macleay Island State School
Mango Hill State School
Manly West State School
Marshall Road State School
Miami State School
Morningside State School
Mt Crosby State School
Mt Maria College
New Farm State School
Oakleigh State School
Pallara State School
Park Lake State School
Payne Road State School
Petrie State School
Pumicestone State School
Raceview State School
Rainworth State School
Redcliffe Special School
Saint Stephen's College (primary & secondary)
Sandgate State School
Shailer Park State School
Shorncliffe State School
Somerset College
Southern Cross Catholic College- Frawley
Campus
St Columban's College
St Francis Xavier College
St Joseph's College - Gregory Terrace
St Paul's School
St Peter's Catholic Primary School Rochedale
Star of the Sea Catholic Primary School



E C OMAR INE S  S C HOO L S
Schools of 2022 (continued)

Wilston State School
Wishart State School
Wondall Heights State School
Wynnum State High School
Wynnum West State School

Orientation Schools

Brisbane Central State School
Brisbane Youth Education and Training Centre
Browns Plains State High School
Cairns State High School
Capalaba State College
Comet State School
Coolnwynpin State School
Coomera Rivers State School
Deception Bay State School
Hilliard State School
Holland Park State School
Junction Park State School
Kenmore South State School

North Lakes State College
Northgate State School
Pimlico State High School
Rochedale South State School
Salisbury State School
Sandgate District State High School
Seven Hills State School
St John Fisher College
Vienna Woods State School
Yeronga State High School

Tallebudgera State School
Tamborine Mountain State School
Varsity College
Victoria Point State High School
Victoria Point State School
Wamuran State School
West End State School
Whites Hill State College (primary & secondary)

We welcome the following schools into our EcoMarines community. We can't wait 
to help you with igniting your school's sustainability journey! 

Kenmore State High School
Mt Nebo State School
Nerang State High School



EcoMarines picking up litter at 
their school and educating their 

peers on the importance of taking 
care of our environment 

Less waste travelling 
from the school 

grounds into our drains

Cleaner and healthier local waterways 

Happy and healthy local wildlife 

More people looking after their 
environment in various ways 

Less waste found in our oceans  Thriving marine ecosystems   

THE  E C OMAR INE S  R I P P L E  
EFFE C T



A whole school 
outreach of 67,500 

students!

THANK  YOU  FOR  MAK ING
OUR  WOR L D  A  BETTER  P LA C E  

An estimated total
community outreach

of 204,750!

Landfill reduction of 
550,000 tonnes!



CONNECTED

THIS BOOKLET WAS PRINTED WITH THE ONGOING
SUPPORT OF FUJIFILM BUSINESS INNOVATION

AUSTRALIA!

LINKS 
instagram.com/ecomarines_/

facebook.com/EcoMarines

www.ecomarines.org
www.ecomarines.org/our-programs/


